The impact of the deflated self-image on the prolongation of treatment.
In many individuals a devalued archaic self-image originating in the pregenital period remains fixated in the ego either consciously, unconsciously or both. The splitting between the archaic self-image and the more current integrated ones tends to create a permanent intra-systemic conflict within the ego. One crucial factor culminating in a severe character resistance is the persistence of these primitive self-images. It is stressed further that in order to bring about a cure a long therapy and working through are essential to eradicate these primitive self-images and permit the ego to synthesize more stable, better integrated ones. Four cases are offered to substantiate the aforementioned concepts.